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MONTANA GRAPPLERS FINISH THIRD 
IN CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS
sports rosenthal/rb3-7-77
sports state + Big Sky
Information Services • University of Montana • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
M I S S O U L A - -
The University of Montana wrestling team finished third overall in the Big Sky 
Conference championships held in Missoula Friday and Saturday.
Boise State University won its fourth straight team title with a nar r o w  win over Idaho 
State. The Broncos finished with 81 points, ISU was runnerup with 74% points, UM finished 
with 57 3/4, Weber State took fourth with 49%, then came Northern Arizona with 30% and 
Montana State with 4 points.
Grizzlies Otis Price and Leo Hennessy gave Montana its first pair of titlists in ten 
years. Price took the 134-pound title with an 8-4 decision over Brad Isom of Weber State. 
Hennessy added the other title with an 8-3 decision over Gerry Etchemendy o f  Idaho State 
in the 150-pound division.
UM got second place finishes from 118-pounder Glenn Nelson and 142-pounder Neal Nix. 
Nelson lost a 7-1 decision to Hector Cedillo of Boise State while N ix dropped a d i s a p p o i n t­
ing criteria decision. Nix battled ISU's Craig Y o ung to a 2-2 tie after three periods and 
a 1-1 standoff through overtime. Both overtime points for the wrestlers were on escapes, 
however Nix had been warned by the referee for stalling ten seconds before the end of the 
extra period. That was the criterion used for the rule-book win.
Other Grizzly placers included Jim Clowes at 167 and Dan Hanley at 177, both third 
place finishers and Ti m  Owen at 126, Joel Germundson at 190 and heavyweight Mike Pantzlaff, 
all fourth place finishers.
more
MON T A N A  GRAPPLERS FINISH T H I R D ---- 2
"I was v e r y  p l e a s e d  with our effort at the c o n f e r e n c e  c h a m p i o n s h i p s ,” UM  Wres t l i n g  
Co a c h  John J e r r i m  said. ”1 was surprised at how well we did a l t h o u g h  I was con f i d e n t  we 
could crack the top three."
J e r r i m  said this is the third o f  three goals the young Mon t a n a  t eam has accomplished. 
"Before the season be g a n  we felt we'd have a good season if we could be the best t eam in 
Montana, beat M o n t a n a  State twice and m ove up from last to the top three in the c o n f e r e n c e . "  
Jerrim's team went u n d e f e a t e d  against in-state competition, beat M o n t a n a  State three times 
and finished third in the confe r e n c e  championships.
H a v i n g  nine placers in the champi o n s h i p s  was c e r t a i n l y  a p l e a s a n t  surp r i s e  to the 
G r i z z l y  coach and p e rhaps an i n dication o f  what's to come. "Leo Hennessy, the champ at 
150-pounds is the only senior we'll lose this year so we thi n k  we'll be a d e f i n i t e  c o n t ender 
next season. I hope we can do even b e t t e r  in some areas."
Price and H e n n e s s y  will rep r e s e n t  U M  at the N C A A  w r e s t l i n g  tournament to be held 
March 17-19 in the Lloyd No b l e  Center at the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma.
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